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SUBJECT: CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FOR RIAS 

PLEASE PASS TO RIAS DIRECTOR GERT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 
FROM THE SECRETARY: 

BEGIN QUOTE: THIRTY YEARS AGO THE RADIO IN THE AMERICAN 
SECTOR BEGAN BROADCASTING TO THE PEOPLE OF BERLIN. TODAY, 

I WISH TO EXTEND MY CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS UNIQUE 
INSTITUTION WHICH HAS WON RESPECT WORLDWIDE. RIAS HAS 
ACHIEVED AN UNPARALLED RECORD IN REASSURING AND INFORMING 
ITS LISTENERS, IN BERLIN AND BEYOND. 

WHEN RIAS EIRST WENT ON THE AIR, MUCH OF BERLIN LAY IN THE 
RUINS OF WORLD WAR II. THE FIRST BROADCASTS BROUGHT NEWS 
OF RELIEF AND RATIONING, OF QUEUES AND COUPONS. OVER THE 
YEARS, THE RIAS ROLE EXPANDED. IT BECAME A PRIMARY 
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IT CONTINUES TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OE OBJECTIVE NEWS TO 
LISTENERS IN BOTH THE EAST AND THE WEST. IN ADDITION, IT 
STANDS AS LIVING PROOE OE THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THE 
DIVIDED CITY AND AS A SYMBOL OE OUR DETERMINED SUPPORT 
EOR THE PEOPLE OF BERLIN. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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